
Tropical Rainforests
Deforestation and Sustainable Management

C A U S E S  O F  D E F O R E S T A T I O N : C A S E  S T U D Y:  I N D O N E S I A ’ S  R A I N F O R E S T S

I M P A C T S  O F  D E F O R E S T A T I O N

S U S T A I N A B L E  M A N A G E M E N T  O F 
T R O P I C A L  R A I N F O R E S T S :

D i d  y o u  k n o w ?
If you sleep for 8 hours at night, during that time, 758 
acres of the world’s tropical rainforest has been lost – 
the equivalent of 574 football � elds.

D i d  y o u  k n o w ?
The production of palm oil is one of the key contributors of deforestation in Indonesia, 
with about 15 million hectares of land licensed for palm oil development.

Indonesia has already lost 72% of its intact forests.

In the last half century, more than 74 million hectares of Indonesian rainforest 
(an area twice the size of Germany) have been logged, burned or degraded.

Nearly 1/3 of Indonesia’s native 
mammals are endangered species. 
Some of these include:

A g r o - F o r e s t r y
Growing trees and crops at the same time, preventing soil 
erosion and providing the crops with the nutrients of dead 
organic matter.
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S e l e c t i v e  L o g g i n g
Trees are only felled when they reach a particular height, so 
the forest will regain full maturity after around 30-50 years.

e d u c a t i o n
Ensuring those involved in exploitation and management of 
the forest understand the consequences.

a f f o r e s t a t i o n
The opposite of deforestation: if trees are cut down, 
they are replaced.

e c o t o u r i s m
Tourism directed towards exotic natural environments, 
intended to support conservation e� orts.
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Uncontrolled exploitation of tropical rainforests can cause 
irreversible damage such as loss of biodiversity, soil erosion, 
� ooding and climate change so sustainable use of the forest is 
essential. Possible strategies for sustainable management include:

The Javan 
Rhinocero

The Sumatran 
Tiger

The Orangutan Sumatran 
Elephant
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