
BLUES JAZZ Soul

R&B ROCK & ROLL POP

Evolving from African American oral tradition in Deep South America
in the 19th century, Blues music is characterised with 12-bar chord

progressions, AAB lyric patterns, turnarounds, lyrical sadness, shuffle
rhythm and walking basses. �

Rooted in blues and ragtime music, jazz dawned in the 1920’s with its peak
‘Jazz Age’ during that period. A flexible interpretation, it’s growing list

of sub-genres are usually improvisational, rhythmically syncopated with sliding
pitch, pitch bends, and include a range of vocal and instrumental ensembles. 

Rising vocals, riveting large horn sections and a baked-in gospel
call-and-response are the main traits of soul music. Emerging in the
1950’s from rhythm and blues, African American artists popularised

this musical form and influenced a raft of later artists. 

Shortened to R&B or R’n’B, rhythm and blues came to prominence in the
1940’s with Black American musicians. Drawing on blues as well as jazz,

it combines those elements with a strong back beat for a distinctive sound. 

Fusing blues with country music, jazz, R&B, and gospel, early rock and
roll was hugely popular with teenagers of the day. Roughly named

around the 1950’s, rock and roll was pioneered by Black American
musicians packaged for a new listening audience.

Pop, or popular, music includes a vast range of styles but emerged as a
concept in the mid 20th century. Closely associated with rock and roll in

the early days, pop eventually detached itself to associate with
sugary-sweet, heavily commercialised and accessible catchy tunes. 
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MUSIC
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The Black American Musicians at the Start
Scan the Spotify code below each
artist to listen to one of their hit songs!

1. Tap Search
2. Tap the search bar
3. Tap the camera
4. Tap SCAN
5. Point your camera at the Spotify Code

For more teaching resources visit:
rayburntours.com/teaching-resources


